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NORTH LANARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Summer Newsletter, August 2012 

 

 

Message from the President: 
I am pleased to announce that the North Lanark Historical Society has published the fifth 

edition (April 2012) of “The Almonte Train Accident: December 27, 1942”.  This edition is 

dedicated to the memory of John Dunn.  John was a member of the original writing team.  

Thanks to Peter Moller for editing this publication and having the book published. 

On August 17 2012, Peter Moller interviewed Ed Muldoon at the North Lanark Regional 

Museum.  Ed was a passenger on the train on that fateful evening.  Thank you to Ed and Peter for 

providing us with a unique perspective to the accident. 

Copies of “The Almonte Train Accident” are for sale for $10 at the North Lanark 

Regional Museum. 

 

 

 
Ed Wilson, President,  

North Lanark Historical Society. 

 

 

 

New Exhibit - “Fibres of 

Canadian History”: 
Just in time for September’s “Fibrefest”, 

the North Lanark Regional Museum 

would like to announce the installation of 

our new exhibit, “Fibers of Canadian 

History”.  This exhibit celebrates the 

longstanding tradition of textile arts in our 

area.  Artifacts relating to quilt-making, 

crochet, lace, knitting, tatting and 

embroidery are on display with a 

particular focus on the nineteenth and 

early twentieth century.  Among other 

highlights are items from the Appleton 

Woolen Mill, late-nineteenth century 

family heirloom items, and a beaded 

1920’s flapper dress.  

A sample display has also been installed in the front window of Canica in downtown Almonte.  

Please come out and view the new exhibit!



 

 

Oral History Project – Update: 
Project Coordinator – Sarah Bennett 
The Oral History Project “Digitally Preserving the Past for the Future” is running in full force 

with six interviews completed. The project was originally slated to complete 8 interviews but we 

now hope to almost double this number as our list of interview candidates continues to grow.  

 

I would like to thank the following people for sharing their stories: Eleanor Wright, Stephen 

Collie, Sheila Babb, Ann Love, Leonard Spinks and Ed Muldoon. These local and international 

guests have discussed a variety of topics including: local schools, the Appleton Woollen Mill 

(Teskey, Caldwell & Collie), transportation, the Almonte Train Wreck and World War Two. A 

special thank you also goes to Brian Armstrong, Eleanor Wright and Peter Moller for conducting 

the interviews and to Ed Wilson for helping with the recording equipment. 

 

The museum will soon offer DVD copies of the interviews out for loan; if interested, please do 

not hesitate to contact us. 

 

The goal of these interviews is to preserve the history and heritage of the North Lanark region. 

We are interested in preserving a wide variety of stories, such as early settlement, local families, 

schools, the dairy industry, mills, post offices, as well as any other local histories and anecdotes. 

The North Lanark Regional Museum would like to extend an invitation to all local residents 

(young or old) who have stories and histories they would like to share to participate in our 

interviews project. Anyone interested in participating can contact Sarah at 

appletonmuseum@hotmail.com or 613-257-8503.  

 

This project was made possible through the support of the Government of Ontario through the 

Programs and Services Branch of the Ministry of Tourism and Culture. 

 

 
 
Photo: Ann Love, Eleanor Wright and Sheila Babb in front of the Robert Teskey house, now owned by 

Julie Odin. A special thank you to Julie Odin for providing us with a tour of this historic house.

mailto:appletonmuseum@hotmail.com
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Doors Open and Fibrefest: 
On the weekend of September 8

th
, the North Lanark Regional Museum will be taking part in 

“Doors Open: Mississippi Mills”, an event featuring 17 locations across Almonte, Pakenham and 

Ramsay. The museum will be highlighting the 200
th

 Anniversary of the start of the War of 1812.   

 

During this conflict, several militia groups were set 

up in Canada for our defence.  At the end of the 

War, veterans of both the British and Canadian 

brigades received land grants for their service.  

Many of those veterans ended up settling with their 

families in the Ottawa and Rideau region.  

Our pioneer log cabin, which will be open as part of 

the Doors Open display, shows the living 

conditions typical of those early soldiers and 

pioneer families in the nineteenth century.  In 

addition, we will have two re-enactors representing 

the Canadian Fencibles from the War of 1812 

period on the grounds near the log cabin.  The 

Canadian Fencibles is made up of people dedicated 

to the memory of the original regiment and to 

accurately portraying their uniforms, equipment, 

drills and lifestyle in the period.  Brad Mills from 

Perth, and Paul Cox from Prescott, have been 

involved with the hobby of re-enacting for over 10 

years.  

The original Fencibles unit was raised in 1812 from men across eastern Ontario, and played a 

significant role in two key battles: Crysler’s Farm and Chateauguay. Currently the re-enactors 

participate in a variety of different events 

annually from full encampments with 

other recreated units at major historical 

sites to local events. In the past, they 

have travelled to New Orleans, the 

Citadel in Halifax, Fort Erie, Crysler’s 

Farm, Stoney Creek, and Ogdensburg, 

NY. For more information on the 

Canadian Fencible, you may visit their 

website at http://fencibles.ca. 

 

On Saturday September 8
th

 and Sunday 

September 9
th

 the Museum is also 

participating in the 17
th

 Annual Fibrefest 

with our brand new exhibit “Fibres of Canadian History”, featuring textile works from Lanark 

County past. 
 Photo: The Canadian Fencibles Regiment from War of 1812 taken in Bath at a recent event.



 

 

Apple Pie Social: 

On Sunday, September 30
th

, the museum will be hosting an apple pie social to recognise the 

community and local history of Appleton, or as it was originally known, Apple Tree Falls. The 

aim is to bring together Appleton community members for an afternoon of celebration; bring 

your family and friends and share in 

the wonderful heritage of our area. 

Apple pie, tea, and coffee will be 

served. Tickets will be on sale for $5 

at the museum (613-257-8503) or 

from the following members of the 

executive: 

 

Eleanor Wright (257-3991) 

Jennifer Armstrong (253-8638) 

Doreen Wilson (256-2866) 

 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

New Release: The Almonte Train Accident: December 

27, 1942  
 

In April 2012 the North Lanark Historical Society released of the 5
th

 

edition of the “The Almonte Train Accident: December 27, 1942”. 

This edition was edited by Peter Moller and dedicated to John Dunn, 

one of the original editors of the publication. Copies of “The 

Almonte Train Accident” are for sale for $10 at the North Lanark 

Regional Museum. 
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Summer Staff Introductions: 
Thanks to funding from Young Canada Works and Service Canada, the museum was able to hire 

four students for the summer season. Two of the students were introduced in the July newsletter; 

here are the next two student introductions: 

 

 

 

Hello, my name is Riley Kirk Patrick 

Miller. I am 15 years old and am going 

into grade 10 at Notre Dame Catholic 

High School in Carleton Place. I was hired 

at the North Lanark Regional Museum as 

a summer student. I play the trombone in 

the grade 9 band at Notre Dame. I collect 

old comic books and anything I think is 

cool. I am looking forward to learning 

more of the history from the area and of 

Canada. 

 

--- 

 

 

Hello! My name is Celia Zamorano  

and I am one of the students working at 

the North Lanark Regional Museum this 

summer. I am going into my third and 

second last year of studies at the 

University of Guelph, working towards a 

Studio Art major and English minor. I 

grew up in Almonte and attended 

Almonte and District High School, so the 

local history made accessible by the 

museum are of great personal interest. I 

enjoy writing and drawing, and my 

position here has frequently allowed me 

to make use of these skills. I have enjoyed gaining experience in a museum environment and I 

have had a great summer here! 

 

Photos: Riley and Celia at work in the museum 



 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

Museum Visiting Hours: 

August through September 3rd: Open daily from 10am - 4pm. 

Fall Hours: Open seven days a week from 1pm – 4pm, or by appointment. 

 

Presentation: “Path of the Vikings” 

Date: Wednesday September 5
th

 

Time: 6:30pm  

The North Lanark Regional Museum is hosting a meeting of the Lanark County Genealogical 

Society. The meeting will feature guest speaker Eric Moore who will talk of his brick wall which 

was broken through after a successful visit in England and following the ‘Path of the Vikings.’ 

The museum will be open from 6:30 to 7:30 for an introduction to the museum’s new database 

and for tours; the meeting starts 7:30p.m. Refreshments will be served 

 

Social Event: Doors Open / Fibrefest 
Date: Saturday September 8

th
 & Sunday September 9

th
 

Time: 10am – 4pm 

As part of Ontario’s Doors Open weekend as well as Fibrefest, The North Lanark Regional 

Museum will be welcoming visitors between 10am and 4pm. There will be two members of the 

Canadian Fencibles re-enactment group present throughout the day. Stop by and enjoy this 

festive weekend! 

 

Presentation: Columbia River Controversy  
Date: Wednesday September 12

th
  

Time: 7pm to 9pm 

On Wednesday September 12, Gordon MacNabb will be giving a presentation on his 

involvement in the Columbia River Treaty between Canada and the U.S.A. Gordon is a well-

respected local resident who was recently awarded the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee 

Medal. Please come out to hear about this interesting topic. 

 

Social Event: Apple Pie Social 
Date: Sunday September 30

th
 

Time: 2pm to 4pm 

The North Lanark Regional Museum will be hosting an apple pie social at the museum this 

September. Tickets are $5 and can be purchased at the museum or from select members of the 

executive. 

 

Fundraiser: Tupperware Fundraiser 

Date: Wednesday October 10
th

  

Time: 7pm 

The Historical Society is teaming up with a local Tupperware representative to raise funds for 

the Museum. Please come out with friends and family to purchase the newest Tupperware styles. 

A portion of the money will go directly to the Historical Society. 

All events will be hosted at the North Lanark Regional Museum in Appleton 
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Last Remarks: 
 

The North Lanark Historical Society and Museum would like to thank several people and 

organizations for their continued support: 

 

· Thank you Mayor Levi and councillors of the Town of Mississippi Mills for your continued 

financial support.   

· Thank you Young Canada Works and Service Canada for our summer staff funding. 

· Thank you to those who contributed artefacts to the Fibres of Canadian History exhibit. 

· Thank you to Leonard Lee for the use of the store front window at Canica. 

· Thank you to Julie Odin for touring Sheila Babb & Ann Love (Teskey descendants) through 

her home, originally built by Robert Teskey in the mid-nineteenth century. 

· Thank you to the Government of Ontario through the Programs and Services Branch of the 

Ministry of Tourism and Culture for funding our project, “Digitally Preserving the Past for 

the Future”. 

 

And to anyone we may have omitted, thank you for your continued support! 

 

 

 

    

 

North Lanark Historical Society  

P. O. Box 218, Almonte, ON, K0A 1A0  
Annual Membership (Circle one)- Individual - $10.00 Family - $25.00  

(Circle one)  New   Renewal  

Name  __________________________________  

Address __________________________________  

_________________________________  

_________________________________  
Telephone _______________________________  

E-Mail __________________________________  
Donations to the Society may be combined with the membership fee. Both the 

membership fee and donations are eligible for a Tax Deductible Charitable 

Receipt. If mailing, please make payment by cheque to the North Lanark Historical 

Society and mail to the address above. Thank you for your support. 

 


